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Purpose

▶ Use dialogue scenes in Japanese
Animation (Anime) to support Japanese

listening skill’s training.
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Background

1. Increasing Japanese as Foreign Language(JFL) Learners
2. Problems happened in Japanese Educational Practice
3. Listening is a difficult point for JFL learners

▶ 77.2% students could get a perfect score at Reading
▶ 43.2% at Grammar
▶ Only 29.2% at Listening
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Why Anime?

▶ Anime is Famous
▶ ”manga, anime representing J-Pop ... establish a

starting point for interest in and involvement with
Japan and the Japanese language” (Japan
Foundation, 2012)

▶ Potentials of Anime in JFL support
from past studies

▶ ”As students watch several episodes(of Anime), they
naturally get used to hearing the characters’ fast
Japanese speech” (Fukunaga, 2006)

▶ The merits of the Anime itself
1. Standard pronunciations.
2. Intuitive motion dialogue scenes.
3. Interesting scenario to catch

attentions.

(a) Fans go to Anime Festival
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System Process

▶ Input Anime Subtitles
▶ Subdivide Dialogue Scenes
▶ Estimate Dialogues’ Level
▶ Classify the Same Level Scenes
▶ Provide to JFL learners via Level

(b) System Process
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Level of Japanese Learning Degrees

▶ 4-Levels in Japanese Language
Proficiency Test (JLPT)

▶ JLPT is a global universal Japanese
language examination

▶ JAPAN FOUNDATION(JPF) is the
official organization of JLPT

▶ Current JLPT owns 5-Levels(N5 N1), but JPF keeps the whole
Copyright of the new JLPT, and it has not been well arranged in
educational practices.

(c) Japanese Language Level
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Input & Subdivide Scene

▶ Subtitle files of Anime Episode
▶ ASS format as the Standard Subtitle
▶ Use Time inf for Subdividing Scenes
▶ Dialogue Content for Level Estimation

(d) Input Data
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Level Estimation Method
▶ Analysis include Two aspects

1. Japanese Words
2. Japanese Expressions

(Grammars)
▶ Vectors of Proportions
▶ Cos(SLW , αW)*w

+ Cos(SLE , αE)*(1-w)
(w: weight coefficient)

(e) Estimation Method

A System for Japanese Listening Training Support with Watching Japanese Anime Scenes Ritsumeikan University



Purpose Background Motivation System Process Japanese Level Input & Pre-Sub Analysis Method Standard Comparison Data Output Result Evaluation Experiment Experiment Result Conclusion

Standard Comparison

▶ Past JLPT Listening Tests
1. Scripts of past JLPT

listening tests
2. Arranged through Levels
3. Same analysis & statistics

at Words & Expressions
▶ Proportions of JLPT tests

as Standard Vectors

(f) Information of previous JLPT listening tests’ script

(g) Analysis of Words and Expressions Proportion in JLPT Listening

A System for Japanese Listening Training Support with Watching Japanese Anime Scenes Ritsumeikan University



Purpose Background Motivation System Process Japanese Level Input & Pre-Sub Analysis Method Standard Comparison Data Output Result Evaluation Experiment Experiment Result Conclusion

Output Samples
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Experiment Setting

1. Five listening questions from JLPT, Previous Correct Rate
2. Listening training with Anime dialogue scenes
3. Other five listening questions from JLPT, After Correct Rate
▶ Two groups, experiment group & control group

▶ A: Same estimated level with experiment level
▶ B: Every 4 dialogue scenes from L3 to L1

(h) Experiment Setting
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Experiment Results

(i) Experiment Results
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Conclusion

▶ Use Anime Dialogue Scenes to Support Japanese Language
Listening Skill

▶ Dialogues in Anime Consist of Different Level of Difficulties

▶ Estimate the Level of Difficulties for Anime Dialogues

▶ Provide the appropriate Dialogue Scenes to JFL learners via
Learning Levels
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